Workshop Report
Rendering Techniques for Illustration

Theme of the Workshop:

"Empowering Creativity: Figure and lllustration "

Organized By:
MIT's School of Fine Arts and Applied Arts

Dean Faculty of Arts, Fine Arts & Performing Arts, MIT SoFA
MITADT University



Workshop Session Speaker:
Mr. Harshvardhan Kadam- Eminent Illustrator
Pune, Maharashtra,

About Speaker:

Harshvardhan Kadam, a multidisciplinary visual artist hailing from Pune and an alumnus of the
Industrial Design Centre (IDC) at IIT Bombay, where he studied Applied Art and Visual
Communication. His creative journey has been nothing short of remarkable. Notably, he holds
the distinction of crafting India's largest mural painting, located at the Yeravda Central Prison.

Throughout his career, Harshvardhan has lent his artistic prowess to various endeavors,
including book illustrations, the creation of immersive spatial experiences, and the development
of numerous artistic landmarks across India. His work bears a distinctive artistic identity,
marked by a high degree of imagination.

What sets Harshvardhan apart is his unique amalgamation of experiences across Design, Visual
Arts, Animation, and Technology. He perceives art as an adventure, and this adventurous spirit
shines through in his creations.

A recurring theme in his work is a deep-rooted fascination with Indian mythology and spiritual
sciences, interests that have captivated him since childhood. He believes in the power of art to
convey socially relevant messages, sparking thought processes, and even driving positive
societal change. Harshvardhan Kadam, a visionary artist who infuses his work with cultural and
intellectual depth, continues to be a significant influence in the world of Indian art

Convenor:
Prof. Parag Shelke (HoD Applied Arts),
Asst, Prof, Dipti Bhosale

Program Coordinators:
Prof. Tushar Panke

Date: 23rd July 2023
Venue: MITSOFA Building, BFA Applied Arts First Floor Classroom

Event Summary:

On the 23rd of July 2019, the students at MIT School of Fine Arts and Applied Arts had the
privilege of participating in a truly enthusiastic and informative workshop. The guest of honor
for the day was none other than Mr. Harshvardhan Kadam, a young and renowned illustrator.
Mr. Kadam shared his valuable insights and professional experiences as an illustrator, leaving a
lasting impact on all attendees.




During the workshop, Mr. Kadam emphasized the ever-evolving nature of the illustration
process and the crucial role it plays in the field of design, a facet often overlooked. He
encouraged students to shed their inhibitions and fearlessly embrace drawing, recognizing that
fear is a common barrier in the creative process.

Mr, Kadam also recounted his experiences working in diverse locations, from Pune to Siberia,
underscoring the importance of understanding and immersing oneself in local cultures. He
showcased his journey, beginning with small-scale wall paintings and progressing to grand
mural paintings, exploring a wide array of mediums and techniques along the way.

One of the most memorable pieces of advice Mr, Kadam shared with the students was the idea of
having an obsession but never letting it turn into ego. Drawing a fascinating analogy to the
culinary world, he likened the profession to making 'Biryani.' Just as a perfectly balanced dish
requires the right ingredients and flavors, a designer or visual communicator must possess a
range of qualities and practice diligently to achieve a harmonious and impeccable result.

Mr. Kadam's demonstration of various illustration styles and his spontaneous creation of an
illustration using three random words showcased the depth of his artistic abilities. The
workshop provided a unique opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of illustrations from
his perspective

Purpose of the Workshop:

The primary purpose of the workshop conducted by Mr. Harshvardhan Kadam was to provide

students at the MIT School of Fine Arts and Applied Arts with a unique opportunity to explore

and harness their creative potential through the medium of illustration. The specific objectives
and intentions of the workshop included:

Professional Insight: To expose students to the professional experiences and expertise of
Mr. Harshvardhan Kadam as an accomplished illustrator. This allowed students to gain
firsthand knowledge of the field of illustration from a seasoned practitioner.

Evolution of Illustration: To highlight the dynamic and ever-evolving nature of the
illustration process. Students were encouraged to appreciate that illustration is not static but
continuously adapts to new trends, techniques, and creative possibilities.

Embracing the Art of Drawing: To emphasize the significance of drawing as a fundamental
aspect of design, which is sometimes overlooked. Mr. Kadam motivated students to
overcome their fears and inhibitions in the creative process, promoting a fearless approach
to drawing.

Exploration of Mediums: To showcase the journey of an illustrator in exploring diverse
mediums and techniques. Students were inspired to experiment with different materials and
styles, expanding their creative horizons.




Workshop Highlights:
The workshop covered a range of topics related to rendering techniques of Illustration, including
but not limited to:

o Insightful Professional Experience: Mr. Harshvardhan Kadam shared his extensive
professional experience as an illustrator, offering students valuable insights into the
world of illustration as a career.

Embracing Fearlessness in Drawing: The workshop emphasized the importance of
fearlessly embracing the act of drawing, encouraging students to shed their inhibitions
and express their creativity with confidence.

Cultural Sensitivity Lessons: Mr. Kadam's experiences working in diverse locations,
from Pune to Siberia, provided students with a unique lesson in understanding and
sensitizing themselves to the local culture's impact on artistic expression.

Mediums and Techniques Exploration: Students were inspired to explore a wide array
of mediums and techniques used in illustration, fostering a spirit of experimentation and
creativity

Balancing Passion and Humility: The analogy of making 'Biryani' served as a
memorable lesson, highlighting the importance of maintaining a balance between
passion and humility in creative pursuits, and encouraging students to cultivate a
receptive and humble attitude in their work.

Outcome:
the workshop's purpose was to unlock the creative potential of students by exposing them to the

world of illustration, inspiring them to fearlessly express themselves through drawing, and
providing valuable lessons on professionalism, cultural awareness, and artistic exploration.
Enclosed: Invitation, Students' attendance records, Event photographs

Photographs of the session:
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Students from Bharati Vidyapeeth
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